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Discipline Procedure
Applewood Christian School

I. School discipline matters shall be divided into major and minor issues.  Major issues will require immediate involvement by the administration, whereas minor issues will involve the issuance of strikes.

A. Major issues include cheating, lying, cursing, sexually related comments and innuendo, stealing, behavior that results in intentional injury to other students (fighting, throwing rocks, etc.), and the like.

B. Minor issues include passing notes, talking in class without permission, arriving in the classroom late, showing disrespect towards teachers or classmates, and the like.

C. For any major issues or minor issues resulting in a detention, suspension, or expulsion, there must be an incident report filled out and filed in the student’s permanent record. 
D. As a Christian school, all discipline issues should be handled in a manner that seeks to promote the spiritual growth of the student as well as correction and consequence for the specific behavior.

E. Sound Bible-based judgments will prevail on any matters of interpretation and enforcement of all discipline issues.  The administration of Applewood is authorized to make these judgments.

II. Major Issues

A. All major issues will receive an automatic detention and a meeting between the administration, student, and student’s parents as a minimum consequence. (See: Section 4. Detentions)
B. If the offense is of such a major degree that the administration feels a suspension is warranted, the student will be suspended for the remainder of that school day and for the entirety of the next school day. (See: Section 5. Suspensions)
C. In addition to the above, the student will be given a sheet with Bible verses related specifically to their behavioral issues for them to read and ponder.  The student will also write their thoughts on how the verses apply to the situation and how they might live in repentance of the offense.
D. Extreme offenses (bringing weapons to school, touching other students in a sexually related manner, etc.) will result in an indefinite suspension with potential expulsion upon review of the school board.
III. Minor Issues

A. Minor issues such as arriving to the classroom late or showing disrespect for others will result in an immediate strike.
B. Minor issues such as talking at inappropriate times or passing notes will result in two classroom warnings and then a strike.

C. All strikes occurring during a class period will involve the student sitting in the hallway outside of class for an appropriate period of time as determined by the teacher.  All strikes should also be reported to the administration, who will keep a quarterly record in the office.
1. If a student is late to class and must sit in the hallway, then any homework that was to be turned in is considered late and will receive 10% off (no grace) when it is turned in at the end of class; also if a student misses part of a test or quiz they run the risk of receiving a zero for that grade.

2. If a student needs to be late to class because they are with a teacher or an administrator, they must have a pass from the person who has held them (passes are available in the school office).

D. Each quarter when a student receives a strike, the following procedure will be followed:

1. First Strike:

A warning will be issued to the student.

2. Second Strike:
The student will lose lunch and recess privileges and be  



required to sit and eat with an administrator or teacher for 



the duration of the period.  The student may also receive a 



Bible verse sheet (see above) to complete during that 



period.

3. Third Strike:

The student will receive an after school detention. (See: 



Detentions below)

4. Fourth Strike:
The parents/guardians of the student will be called for a 



meeting between the student, parents/guardians, and 



administration to discuss the behavior issue.  A second 



detention will also be given.

5. Fifth Strike:

Additional consequences will be issued on an as-needed 



basis.

E. If receiving strikes becomes a chronic issue for a particular student, the consequences may be modified by the administration.
IV. Detentions

A. A detention will last for 45 minutes, after school, and should be served on the day the offense occurred.  If for a valid reason given by the parent/guardian of the student the detention cannot be served on that day, then it should be served as soon as possible.
B. During the detention the student will be required to do various activities such as cleaning and will not be allowed to work on homework at that time.

C. Detentions will be monitored by an appropriate staff member (administrator, teacher, or secretary) as determined by the administration.

V. Suspensions

A. Suspensions will begin at the time of the infraction, or at the time it is discovered, and the student has spoken with the administration.

B. Suspensions will be for the remainder of the school day on which the infraction occurs as well as for the entirety of the following school day.

1. If arrangements cannot be made for the parent/guardian to pick the student up at the time of the suspension, the student will receive an in school suspension with a teacher or administrator.

C. During suspensions, students are not allowed to participate in any school activities (sports, award banquets, prom, etc).

D. Any tests or quizzes given during the suspension cannot be made up and will receive a zero for the grade.  Any homework that was assigned and is due during the suspension period must be turned in but will receive a grade of zero.  If this homework is not completed and turned in, the student will receive an incomplete on their report card until the assignments are finished.  Any homework assigned while the student is suspended will be given as absentee homework.  It should be picked up by the parents/guardians at the end of the school day and is due the day the student returns to school.

E. More than one suspension in a semester may result in the expulsion of the student for the semester, with reinstatement at the discretion of the school board.
VI. Special Circumstances

A. Field Trips

1. All school rules apply to field trips, including the dress code, cell phone use, respecting others, etc.  Other rules may also be applicable depending upon specific requirements of the trip (e.g. the trip might be to another school that has stricter guidelines with dress code).  These additional rules will be told to the students, parents, and trip supervisors beforehand as indicated in the Field Trip Procedure.
2. Any school staff or parents who are supervising field trips may enforce the rules.  This might include but is not limited to the confiscation of cell phones, sending the student home to change clothes, reporting disrespectful behavior to administration, etc.
B. Detrimental Behavior Outside of School

1. At times, a student may be engaged in certain detrimental behaviors outside of the oversight of the school (e.g. a student might steal from a local store).  Such behavior still has an impact on the life and witness of the school.

2. If the behavior is deemed to be serious enough by the administration and school board, then the administration reserves the right to suspend or expel the student.
VII. General rules of conduct

A. Students will arrive to school and their classrooms on time.  Class begins exactly five minutes after the designated time (e.g. a 9:00 class begins at 9:05), and will be dismissed no later than the designated ending time for that class.

1. Bathroom or drink breaks should be taken during this time.

2. Any student arriving after the teacher closes the door and begins class is considered late.

3. If a student has a legitimate reason for their tardiness, they must obtain a pass from a teacher or administrator before going to their next class.

4. If a student is constantly tardy to school or class, appropriate punishments may be issued by the administration.

B. Students will be ready for their teacher by having appropriate books and supplies needed for class.

C. Students will respect the teacher and other students by not talking out of turn during class.  If the student wishes to say or ask something, they should raise their hand and wait to be called on by the teacher.

1. Students are not allowed to talk during tests or quizzes.  Any talking during a test or a quiz will result in a deduction of 5% on the score each time this rule is violated, with or without warning.
2. “Talking” also includes passing notes and sending text messages on cell phones.

D. Students will respect the property of other students, teachers, Applewood, and Maplewood Church by not touching items that do not belong to them unless first given permission.

1. Any student who touches the items of others without permission will first receive a warning and then a strike.

2. If the student damages or breaks the item, they will be responsible for any costs incurred to fix or replace the item.

E. Students will respect the authority of teachers, administrators, school board members, coaches, and any other adults actively involved in leadership over school events.

1. Students should obey and not argue with those given charge over them at school.
2. If a student or parent has issue with the action of a particular authority, they should approach that person in a manner of love and respect to seek resolution.  If this attitude is not upheld or resolution is not reached, then the matter will be acted upon by the administration and/or school board.

3. This rule recognizes that different people have different expectations, allowances, and rules for behavior.  Those in charge are allowed flexibility to establish rules for the area they are overseeing, so long as the rules do not contradict established school policy.  If a student has a question about a particular person’s rule they should ask that person.

F. Students will speak to others and about others in a Christian attitude of respect and love.

G. Students are not allowed to use any electronic devices (such as cell phones, mp3 players, etc.) at any time during the school day.  It is therefore discouraged that students even bring such devices to school.
1. If a student does bring an electronic device with them, it should be turned off or on silent for the school day, and stored in the student’s backpack.
2. If a student is caught using an electronic device in any manner during the day, it will be confiscated from them and held in the office until a parent/guardian can come to the school for its retrieval.  A violation will also be counted as a strike.
3. Any emergency phone calls needed to be made between the student and parent/guardian or visa versa should be directed through the school office.

H. Students should not be outside the school buildings unsupervised by an adult.
1. For insurance purposes, students are not allowed outside the school buildings unsupervised by an adult (a person over the age of 18) at any school function.

2. If a student is caught outside, they will be issued a warning the first time and asked to return inside.  After this, the student will begin to loose privileges and face other consequences as spelled out with the strikes in the minor infraction section.

I. Students are not to engage in public displays of affection with members of the opposite sex (non-family members) at any school functions.

1. This includes but is not limited to: hugging, kissing, holding hands, placing arms around each other, etc.

2. This rule is in effect at all times during all school events (this includes events both on and off the Applewood campus).
3. The first violation of this rule will result in a warning.  Subsequent violations will result in detentions or other consequences.  Repeat offenders will be subject to suspension.

